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• Share information valuable to all referees
• Discuss how to be an AYSO referee
• Discuss national updates
• All participants are encouraged to share in the Q&A

What Are We Doing Today?

T
EVERYONE PLAYSc;: BALANCED TEAMS OPEN REGISTRATION POSITIVE COACHING GOOD SPORTSMANSHIP PLAYER DEVELOPMENT 



33

• Know AYSO core values:

AYSO Vision: 
• To provide world class youth soccer programs that enrich 

children’s lives.   
AYSO Mission: 
• To develop and deliver quality youth soccer programs which 

promote a fun, family environment based on AYSO’s Six 
Philosophies.  

Be an AYSO Referee

T
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• Keep the game Safe, Fair, and Fun
• Know your responsibilities 
• Know the Laws of the Game
• Facilitate the game for the kids
• Be the best referee you can be

Be an AYSO Referee

T
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Present a professional appearance…

versus

Be an AYSO Referee

T
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Emphasizing learning and growing…

Be an AYSO Referee

MentoringContinuing Education

T
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• Sections manage the process for Intermediate, Advanced and 
National referee upgrades as well as Instructor and Assessor 
upgrades.

• Badges are provided by your Section.

Referee Program: Certification Process

R
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• Coaches and Referees are asked to work together as the team 
of Stewards of the Game in order to make player safety the #1 
priority on the field. 

• Everyone is asked to role model the principles of sport, create 
kids zone sidelines and promote good sportsmanship and 
player safety.

AYSO’s Stewards of the Game

R
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• AYSO’s Return to Play for Officials:
• https://www.aysovolunteers.org/wp-

content/uploads/2020/11/GuidelinesforOfficials11.18.20.pdf

Return to Play
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Updates to Laws of the Game
2020/21 and 2021/22
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• No major changes last year (2020/21) or this year (2021/22)
• Mostly clarifications or consistency updates
• More clarifications to Handball
• Will ignore VAR clarifications in this presentation

• Effective July 1, 2021 but may be implemented earlier
• Documentation may be found at 
• www.theifab.com/log-documents

Updated LOTG 2020/21 and 2021/22

11R
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Law 1: The Field of Play
Change addresses the shape of the goal posts:

No significant impact on AYSO matches

12

The goalposts and crossbar (and goals) must be the same shape and both goals 
must be the same (LOTG 21/22)
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Law 2: The Ball

Replacement of a defective ball during play:

Change made to be consistent with Law 8

13R

2. ctlv _ b_ II 

• 
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Intermediate Referee CourseLaw 4: The Players’ Equipment

Update addresses wearable technology:

Electronic performance and tracking systems (EPTS)

Not applicable for AYSO matches

14R
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Intermediate Referee CourseLaw 7: The Duration of the Match

Stoppage time relates to “lost” playing time (21/22)

We usually cannot add stoppage time in AYSO matches 
due to back-to-back matches

15R
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Law 10: Determining the Outcome of a Match

Update addresses KFPTM:

Warnings and cautions are not carried forward for 
players or team officials

16T

3. Kicks trom ttle penalty mark 

Kicks h p 
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Law 10: KFTPM (cont.)

During kicks from the penalty mark:

Please remember we are dealing with youth players 
and apply any discipline accordingly

17T

• If the goalkeeper oo mmits an offence and, as a re suit the kick is retaken, 

fue goallreep er is ,varned for the first offence and cautioned icr any_ 

subsequent offence( s) 

,. If both the goalkeeper and the kicker commit an offe[1ce at the same time, 

the kick is reco1~ed as :missed and the kicker is cautioned - -
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Law 11: Offside

Provides clarification when “deliberate handball” is also a 
“deliberate play”:

Offside Offence

A “deliberate handball” is considered to be a “deliberate 
play” when judging a potential offside offence

18T

A 2 1e ln n offside position ;(eivin the b:i from n opponent wl o 
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Law 12: Fouls and Misconduct

19

Clarifications to handball offence:

Use Law 12 definition where the arm ends 
at the bottom of the armpit when judging 

offside position (2021/22)

T

Ha ndUng Iha ball 

For the p rposes of d term nln h:1ndb U offenc s the pp r boundary of 
th rm s In line w th th bottorn of the rmplt. 
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Law 12: Handball Offence (cont.) – LOTG 21/22

20

Accidental handball that leads to a teammate scoring a 
goal or having a goal scoring opportunity will NO LONGER 
be considered an offence

It is a handball offence if a player:
• Deliberately touches the ball with their hand/arm, for example moving the hand/arm towards the 

ball;
• Touches the ball with their hand/arm when it has made their body unnaturally bigger.  A player is 

considered to have made their body unnaturally bigger when the position of their hand/arm is not a 
consequence of, or justifiable by, the player’s body movement for that specific situation.  By having 
their hand/arm in such a position, the player takes a risk of their hand/arm being hit by the ball and 
penalized; or

• Scores in the opponent’s goal:
• Directly from their hand/arm, even if accidental, including by the goalkeeper; or
• Immediately after the ball has touched their hand/arm, even if accidental.

T
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Law 12: “Illegal” 2nd Touch by GK

21

Specifies sanction on GK when “illegal” 2nd touch stops a 
promising attack: 

Apply discipline is an age-appropriate manner

R

The oal ·t'eper as the same r~strtctlons on handling the ball as any other 
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penalty att.a \\"hen no permitt-ed to do o. an indirect free kick i awa.raded but 

her is no di ciplinary sanction. Ho,v vet if tlle offence i, pla}'jng the ball a 

3ccond time (l\ith or without the hand/arm) after a restart before it touches 

nother player; eeper mun b :J n enoe stop, 
P.rO • Ofp.Qnent gz:Jhe onno:dng -r.;am ~ go.al or :;an 

· · P.POrtuni~. 
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Law 12: No “Delayed” Caution after Quick FK

22

Clarifies sanction on quick free kick after DOGSO/SPA offence:

Makes downgrade of sanction for SPA offence consistent with 
DOGSO offence when play is restarted via quick FK

R

DlllYI na thl restart Of puy to show • C rd 

Once, e rct ree h..as decided ;o caution or .send otf ."i p)..aycr. plily mu-,t not b 

resbrted until th :anetion has be n .adrninister d. unless the non-ofl'endini 

be.am b es :.1 quick fre kk ,. h~ .a c:l~;ar go~l-sc:oriug oppcniunily ;;ncl tt,e 

ref~r e b:a not st21-t~d the d:isdplin:u !:ult.·tlon procedu . The 3~i1ctlot1 b 

2dministe1·ed t the next stopp:age; Lf the offence w:is denying the oppos[ng 

t~21ll ~\ obvious goal-scoring opportunlty. the pl:iyer b c~ut oned; Uthe off~nce 

interfered \\'1th or stopped~ promising :itt:ack., t-he player is not C:1utioned. 
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Law 12: No “Delayed” Caution after Advantage

23

Makes downgrade of sanction for SPA offence consistent with 
DOGSO offence when advantage is allowed

R
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Law 12: FRRD Caution for Dropped Ball

24

Failure to respect the required distance when play 
restarted by a DB is now a YC:

Cautionable offences

Provides consistency with similar offences

R

• :ling o p h q ,t pl y _ rt 
dr-0ppod Ir corner kick, e · ck or h ~,,r•in 
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Law 12: Caution for USB

25

Clarifies that USB caution may be for an offence that is not a foul:

Maintains consistency with other sections of Law 12

R
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Law 12: Indirect Free Kicks (LOTG 2021/22)

26

This is a circumstance where the player initiating the deliberate trick must 
be cautioned for unsporting behavior

T

2. Indirect free kick 

Additional text 

An indirect free kick is a,varded if a player: 

. ( ... ) 
• initiates a deliberate trick for the ball to be passed (including fro1n a free kick 

.Q!. oal kick) to the goalkeeP.er ,vith the head, chest, knee etc. to cirnnnvent 

the Law, ,vhether or not the goalkeeHer touches the ball ,vi.th the hands; the 

goalkeeP.er is P.enalised if resP.onsible for initiating the deliberate trick 

• conunits any other offence ( ... ) 

( ... ) 
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Law 12: Direct and Indirect Free Kicks

27

Clarifies that a free kick/penalty kick can only be awarded for an offence 
committed against someone on the team lists or match official

Maintains consistency with other sections of Law 12

T

1. Direct free kick 

Additional text 

A direct free kick is a\varded if a player con1n1its any of the follo\-ving offences: . ( ... ) 
• bites or spits at s0111eone on the tea1n lists or a n1atch official 

If the referee stop..§..P.lay for an offence conunitted by a laY-el~ inside or outside 

the field of plaYz against an outside agent, ~lax is restarted vvith a dropped ball, 

unless a free kick is a,varded for leaving the field of P.lay vvithout the referee's 

P. e rn1 is si on. 
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Law 14: The Penalty Kick

28

Clarifies sanctions if GK commits an offence during PK:

Age-appropriate application!

T

• if the b 11 e11t rs the o:a , go:ll ls aw Nled 

• if the b:tll mlss@s the go~I or rebound, frorn the c-ro~sb:ir or go:ilpo.st(s), 

the k.ick is only retaken if he goalkeeper"'s offence cle2.rly impacted on the 
ld~ker 

• if the ball is prewnttd from C?nt:ering the goal by the goalkeeper. the kick is 

[f the goal ee~-er offence re.sults in lhe ein3 ret~ ~n, the go.11 eener 

L, \V4'med for th first offen in the eam .and c;autionerl for .any sub equ n 

offen (!) in th g,ul@ 
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Law 14: Both Kicker and GK Commit Offences

29

Clarifies sanction when both kicker and GK commit offences at 
same time:

IFAB rationale is that this is a rare event and usually caused 
by “illegal” feinting by the kicker

T

bot 

C 

d f@ d 

e o2lkeeper 2nd the cker c.onimit offen~ the ame time, the 

autioned d pl y re ;ai B w th an ndirect ~ e ·ck tot e 
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Law 14: Summary Table Updated

30T

Encroachment 

by att.acldn,g playar 
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Indirect free kick 

Indirect freekltkand 

caution for kicker 

Indirect free kick and 
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Indirect free kick 
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clearly Impacted) 

Saited: penally rs retaken 

and ~rnlng for goalilsepe,; 
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Indirect free kick 

Indirect fre(! kltS< and 

cautlo n for kicker 

Indirect free kick end 

caution forwrong kicker 
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1. Procedure Since 2019...Assistant Referees can provide key information

The ball is in play when it is kicked and clearly moves
• There is no longer a requirement for it to exit the penalty area.
• Opponents must remain outside the penalty area.
• Players of the team taking the goal kick may be inside the penalty 

area, and can play the ball once it has been put into play. 
• If, when a goal kick is taken, opponents are inside the penalty 

area because they did not have time to leave, play continues. 
• If those opponents challenge for the ball before the ball is in play, 

the goal kick is retaken. 

Law 16 – The Goal Kick

EVERYONE PLAYSc;: BALANCED TEAMS OPEN REGISTRATION POSITIVE COACHING GOOD SPORTSMANSHIP PLAYER DEVELOPMENT 



32

Glossary: Holding

32

IFAB:  Football does not expect “minor” holding to be penalized.

R

Holding offence 

holding off enoe or.cur on ~ when p ay r' contac , rith 
or quipmen.t ·mpcd I e opponent's ovemen 
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Glossary: Offensive, insulting or abusive 
language/action(s) (LOTG 2021/22)

33

Verbal or physical behaviour directed at someone

R

Glossary - Football terms 

Offensive, insulting or abusive language/action(s) 

Verbal or physical behaviour which is rude, hurtful, disrespectful; punishable by 

a sending-off ( red card) 
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Glossary:  Restart Position

34

Motivated by VAR issues.
Clarifies how to judge player position on restarts.  

Impacts judgement of encroachment.
No significant impact on AYSO matches

R

R tart position 
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Body Language, Communication, and Whistle

35

Update to standard team mechanics on a PK

R

Penalty kick 

rr 1 ] t I t ' ff tJ, I • b fo 
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• Download documents from the IFAB

• Recommend using the phone app from IFAB

https://theifab.com

Get Familiar with Updated Laws

36R
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Questions?
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Thank you for attending!
Annual Referee Update

AYSO National Referee Program - #503 
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